Enabling children to be the best that they can be!

Horwood and Newton Tracey
Community Primary School Newsletter
Friday, 4th November 2022
Dear parents, carers and
children
This week each class has held
pupil conferencing where
teachers have chatted through
individual learning targets with
the children. Each child has
been given a Maths and English
target and a “behaviour for
learning” animal target. This
information will also be shared
with you as parents/carers
during our consultations on 16th
and 23rd November.
A letter has been emailed
regarding the consultation
appointments. Please reply with
your preferred dates and times
so we can allocate an
appointment. Children will not
be allowed to attend these
appointments. If you cannot
arrange child care then please
request a telephone
appointment.
We are looking forward to
sharing with you how your child
is getting on at HNTPS.
Mrs Lisa Eadie
Headteacher
head@hntps.org

Upcoming Trips and Dates
Tue 8th Nov: After School Clubs 3.30 – 4.15 pm (week 2)
Wed 9th Nov: staggered pick up available
Wed 9th Nov: 1:1 Music tuition with Jeffers (week 8)
Thu 10th Nov: Year 5s Forest School, Year 6s swimming
Future date:
Fri, 2nd Dec: YR to Y6 Plough Theatre trip

After School Clubs
A reminder that these finish at 4.15 pm.
TEAM Academy progress
This week Sarah Williams (Chair of Governors), Claire Legg
(Governor) and Lisa Eadie met with the TEAM Academy CEO, Ian
Thomas, Business Manager, Briony Parsons and Jo Dymond from the
Local Authority to consider how the initial stages of working together
is progressing.
The meeting was a wonderful opportunity to share the extended
opportunities which the children have already enjoyed: the inter
school cross country, C4 “live” art workshop, Y5 planned trip to
London and the school improvement visit here at HNTPS. The
meeting also shared the support which has been extended to HNTPS
staff and the Headteacher. This progress update will be shared with
the wider Governing Body as part of our management partnership
agreement. Staff and parents/carers will have the opportunity to
meet with TEAM Academy staff in the coming weeks and months to
learn more.
Bonfire Night
We hope everybody has an enjoyable time celebrating Bonfire Night
this weekend. Stay warm and safe everyone!
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Developing Teaching and Learning
As part of our management partnership with Team Academy, we are learning about new ways to
develop the teaching and learning here at HNTPS. They have introduced us to teaching concepts
and instructional coaching called “Walkthrus” which is a collection of high quality teaching
approaches, researched and promoted by eminent educationalists, which I have been able to see
firsthand during my recent visit to Witheridge School.
We are going to slowly introduce these new ideas to our children and the first ones we are trying
are called “cold calling” and “think, pair, share”. The idea is that the teacher asks the class a
question and gives extended thinking time before inviting children to answer. The children are
being encouraged to not put their hands up, but for all the children to think and be ready to
answer. By the teacher’s expert questioning drawing up deeper learning.
This does NOT mean that children cannot approach the teacher about things which worry them, if
they are unwell, etc. This is purely within the lesson teaching and learning time linked with their
lesson content. We also always foster a learning environment which is respectful and inclusive
and children will not be “put on the spot” or embarrassed by this approach. One of the aspects
which makes HNTPS so special is that we know our children individually and promote a culture of
mutual respect.
We are excited by the opportunities we are being offered to improve our
children’s learning as we progress with TEAM Academy.

Tea @ 3 with Mrs Eadie
Tea @ 3 is awarded to those children who have kept the school “Golden Rules”
and is a Friday afternoon reward of tea/hot chocolate, cake and biscuits with Mrs
Eadie. Today’s pupils from each class are: Blake (Class 1), Matilda (Class 2), Bella
(Class 3) Jake and Bernie (Class 4). Well done!
The Plough Theatre Trip – 2nd December
We have arranged for the children in YR to Y6 to visit The Plough Theatre in Torrington on Friday,
2nd December to see the play, “Mary the pigeon who wouldn’t give up!” More details to follow in
the coming weeks.
Staffing changes
A letter went out yesterday detailing the staffing changes which are happening in January for
Class 4.
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Staggered pick up on Wednesday 9th November
On Wednesday, 9th November there is a very big funeral event happening at the Village Hall at
pick up time. There are likely to be tractors lining the route and parked at the Village Hall. We
obviously do not want to cause more traffic problems for the funeral party and are aware that the
road to/from the Village Hall may become blocked.
We are, therefore, proposing that people only use the “Rooty Cross” and Bideford approaching
roads and that adults drive up the school, stay in their cars and children will be escorted out by
staff to cars. We hope that a one-way system for cars can be managed.
We are proposing the following staggered times for pick up:
Families with surnames starting from A – E: pick up between 3 and 3.15 pm
Families with surnames starting from F – M: pick up between 3.15 – 3.30 pm
Families with surnames starting from N – Z: pick up between 3.30 – 3.45 pm
Any families who cannot do the above: 3.45 – 4 pm
Lovacott Nursery children will be walked down as usual. Walking bus children will not be escorted
to the Village Hall but should be picked up using the staggered times above or can remain until
the 3.45 pm – 4 pm pick up slot.
Any children who cannot be collected during these times will be supervised in school until
parents/carers can get here. Please arrive by 4 pm at the latest.
Term dates 2023/24
The school term dates for 2023/24 have been agreed with Governors and are included with this
newsletter and are on the website. The school has aligned its dates with other TEAM Academy
schools to enable us to collaborate in future with them.
Personal, Health, Social and Economic Education (PHSEE)
All classes continue to follow our PHSEE curriculum with a focus this term on Living in the Wider
World. Classes 1 and 2 will learn about the ‘special people’ who work in their community and who
are responsible for looking after them and protecting them; how people contact those special
people when they need their help, including dialling 999 in an emergency.
Classes 3 and 4 will learn about the role money plays in their own and others’ lives, including how
to manage their money and about being a critical consumer. To develop an initial understanding
of the concepts of ‘interest’, ‘loan’, ‘debt’, and ‘tax’ (e.g. their contribution to society through the
payment of VAT). That resources can be allocated in different ways and that these economic
choices affect individuals, communities and the sustainability of the environment across the world.
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Classes 1 and 2 are using the “We Eat Elephants” scenario of “Adam – new boy” and Classes 3
and 4 will be making their own scenarios based on the character Deepak. The positive mental
health focus is “stay connected to people you are close to”.
Pupil Success
This week we have celebrated the success of our pupils outside of school:

Georgie (C3), Isabel (C3), Bella (C3) and Darcy (C4) with their gymnastics medal haul . Well done
girls!

Bronte (C4) competing in her first “big” dance competition and getting success with achieving 1st
place in her modern solo and 3rd place in tap! What a star.
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Lily (C4) shared in assembly on Monday how she climbed Ben Nevis over half term and achieved
her personal goal of completing the “Three Peaks Challenge” (climbing the highest mountains in
England, Wales and Scotland) before she was ten. This is a remarkable achievement. Well done
Lily!

We love celebrating our pupils’ achievements. If you have anything you would like us
to include in our newsletter please send the details in via the office.
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